Moad-Rail Transport
competition still continues, and has forced the State to
reduce their rates to meet it. New regulations are being
considered for the effective checking of this sinister
influence.
The Government has after the monopolisation of the
routes raised the basis of rate making to 6 pies per mile,
which is admittedly higher than that on their Railway.
The idea in raising the rates was to divert traffic to
the railway, especially heavy traffic for which the railway
is best suited. The profits accruing from the operation of
the road services is credited to a Road Fund, the proceeds
of which are utilised in the further development and
extension of highway services. The policy has been to
make the profitable routes pay for the less profitable ones,
and thus give the public the advantages of a stable and
adequate road service. With regard to goods traffic, the
State desired to leave to the bullock carts their legitimate
sphere of operation and have been wary in the grant of
permits to public freight vehicles. Permission is granted
only in the case of large industrial towns; and even here,
the sphere of operation is restricted to a radius of 25 miles,
Thus the ultimate end in view is to maintain the village
economy and to help its development by ramifying the
transport system so as to afford it marketing facilities
which are so essential for the economic prosperity of any
country.
Financial Results. The total route mileage operated
in the year under review, 1938-39, was 4,069 miles, as
compared to 4,017 in the previous year. Of these, the
passenger services account for 3,939 and goods services
for 429 miles. The total fleet was of 368 vehicles, dwarfing
the 54 buses of the Travancore State Service. Of this
number, 281 were passenger buses and 63 were parcel vans
ai*d goods lorries. The total capital at charge on the
entire road system was Ks. 58,14,598. Naturally, the
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